
January 2009 war, 20% of the refu-
gees living in refugee camps were 
not connected to sewage or water 
systems. Thus, raw sewage and waste 
was passing in open channels in the 
streets. This situation has become 
considerably worse since Israel’s 
embargo against Gaza and its military 
onslaught.

In 1948, 78% of historic Palestinian land was seized 
for the establishment of the state of Israel. During the 
war which began in 1947, 530 Palestinian villages were 
ethnically cleansed, thousands were killed, and 75% of 
the Palestinian population fled. 

Approximately 750,000 Palestinians lost their homes 
in the war and became refugees. Evidence from Israeli 
military archives reveals that the policy of the Zionist 
forces was to deliberately expel the Palestinians from 
their homes. This is classified as ethnic cleansing under 
International Law.

The Six-Day War creates another 350,000 
refugees 

In 1967, following the war between Israel and its 
neighbours, a further 350,000 Palestinians became 
refugees, some for the second or third time. 

Despite the wars that have broken out across the 
world since 1948, Pales-
tinians still account for 
one-third of the world’s 
refugees. The total number 
of Palestinian refugees now 
stands at 4,660,191.

Palestinians living in refu-
gee camps suffer the worst 
forms of social depravation. 
In the Gaza Strip, prior to 
the December 2008 / 
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Many massacres were com-
mitted by the Zionist forces, 
including the massacre at 
Deir Yassin where approxi-
mately 250 women, children 
and men were killed in what 
began as a dawn raid and 
lasted two days.

Eliyahu Arbel, from the 
Zionist Haganah gang, spoke 
about Deir Yassin saying “I have seen a great deal of 
war… but I never saw a site like Deir Yassin.”

The Nakba (catastrophe) for the Palestinians 
marked the birth of the state of Israel. The Palestin-
ian refugee crisis was born in this war, and to this 
day, the majority of the Palestinians remain refugees.

The history of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict tells 
the story of how one people’s land was promised to 
another people, by a third party who had no sover-
eignty over it. This created division, hatred, anger, sor-

row, war and tragedy. These feeling still 
subsist and make the way to peace all 
the more difficult.

During the last 60 years, wars have 
been fought and peace initiatives initi-
ated. However, the occupation per-
sists and with each passing year, Pales-
tinians lose more land, more freedom 
and face even greater persecution.
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The Right of Return

Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights provides that “Everyone has the right to leave 
any country including his own, and to return to his 
country.” Palestinian refugees are invoking this ‘Right 
of Return’, but the state of Israel has consistently 
denied this right; even in 1948, Palestinians attempt-
ing to return home after the war were either turned 
away or shot. 

The Nakba began in 1948, but for many Palestinians, 
it still represents the catastrophe they live with every 
day of their lives. New generations have little hope 
of living in peace and prospering, as Israel continues 
to encroach upon the little land the Palestinians still 
have. 

The Israeli Military occupation which began in 1967 
shows no sign of ending. 

Each and every person concerned with this issue 
needs to take action and lobby their politicians so 
that international governments will be compelled to 
bring pressure on the Israeli government to abide by 
international law and enter unconditional and mean-
ingful peace negotiations with the Palestinians.

For a full report on the Palestinian Nakba visit the Friends of 
Al-Aqsa website (Resources)

To order a hard copy please send us an e-mail


