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shoot-to-kill curfews literally force families to 
stay in their homes for days at a time. Over half 
the population is unemployed, resulting in 62% 
of Palestinians attempting to survive on less 
than $2/day. Many that can fi nd work have 
jobs within Israel, but they spend hours each 
day at military checkpoints. This economic 
hardship, deliberately imposed, has led to 
mass emigration with tens of thousands leaving 
the West Bank for Jordan and other countries. 
Thus, Palestinians are being forced out of their 
homeland for the expansion of Israel.  

The contrast with South Africa is blindingly 
obvious: “Yesterday’s South African township 
dwellers can tell you about today’s life in the 
Occupied Territories. To travel only blocks in 
his own homeland, a grandfather waits on 
the whim of a teenage soldier. More than an 
emergency is needed to get to a hospital; less 
than a crime earns a trip to jail.” 
[‘Against Israeli Apartheid’, Comment by Desmond 
Tutu and Ian Urbina, The Nation, July 2002]
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Anyone found on the streets risks death or 
serious injury. Even ambulances are barred for 
those who are critically ill, and thus numerous 
people have died at home due to the closure 
policies. 

Check-points - Palestinians towns are 
separated from each other by military 
checkpoints, walls, and Jewish-only roads. 
Parallels can be drawn between these and 
the Bantustans to which Black South Africans 
were relegated. There is also an environment 
of siege and the constant curfews can make 
travel virtually impossible. The checkpoints 
have divided the occupied territories into a 
series of isolated ghettos, denying continuity 
of Palestinian land. A Palestinian state in such 
circumstances becomes impossible. 

Apartheid Policies against Israeli Arabs
Palestinians living within Israel; called “Israeli 
Arabs”, are denied a number of basic rights 
which other Israeli citizens enjoy. They do not 
have equal rights to buy land nor do they have 
equal access to social services and assistance, 
despite paying the same taxes as all Jewish 
Israeli’s. 
For many years, Israeli’s were allowed to have 
‘Jews Only’ job adverts. To this day, work and 
educational prospects for Arabs in Israel is 
well below that of Israeli Jews. This form of 
discrimination permeates throughout Israeli 
society. 

Israel’s apartheid policies against Palestinians 
are a having dramatic impact on the 
population. 1 in 5 Palestinian children suffer 
from acute malnutrition. The Israeli army’s 
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At present, Palestinians are being treated as 
non-human beings; people without rights or 
human dignity who are forced to face daily 
humiliations. Israel ruthlessly uses military jets, 
helicopter gun-ships and tanks on civilians, 
assassinates activists, tortures political prisoners, 
kills stone throwing children and imposes mass 
collective punishment.

I s rael i  Apar theid Pol ic ies  inc lude:
Collective punishment: this is illegal under 
international law, yet it is the daily experience 
of Palestinian people living under occupation 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Collective 
Punishment takes a number of forms including: 
House Demolitions and the destruction 
of property – the Palestinian population 
is increasing at almost 4% each year. Yet 
despite this, Palestinians are rarely granted 
rights to build in area’s such as Jerusalem, and 
houses are routinely demolished all across the 
occupied territories. 
- Since the occupation began, Israel has 
demolished over 12,000 homes leaving over 
60,000 Palestinians homeless in Gaza and 
the West Bank. Nearly 5,000 of these were 
demolished since 29 September 2000 alone. 
- Houses are demolished as a punitive measure 
against the entire Palestinian population. 
- The building of Israel’s separation wall across 
the West Bank has resulted in the destruction 
of thousands of acres of Palestinian land, 
including the uprooting of hundreds of 
thousands of fruit trees and the isolation of 
farm lands on the Israeli side of the wall. The 
wall can be described as an apartheid wall as 
its impact has been disproportionately adverse 
for many Palestinians. 

Israeli Apartheid Policies 
The archbishop Desmond Tutu, who was a 
leading opponent of Apartheid in South Africa, 
has said Israel will “never get true security and 
safety through oppressing another people.”

A state becomes apartheid when it has 
offi cial policies of racial segregation involving 
political, legal, and economic discrimination 
against another race of people. Since the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine from 1948, it 
has employed many apartheid and ethnic 
cleansing policies in order to drive out the native 
Arab population and attempt to create a pure 
‘Jewish’ presence in the whole of Palestine. This 
racist ideology is being achieved through mass 
discrimination against Palestinians, intended 
to make their living conditions so unbearable 
that Palestinians are forced to leave their 
homeland. 

Many who experienced Apartheid in South 
Africa have declared Israeli policies as worse 
than Apartheid in nature. At the 2001 World 
Conference Against Racism in Durban, South 
Africa, the “Anti-Apartheid movement against 
Israel” was launched to exposes the overall 
racist nature of the Israeli government policies.  

Many veterans of the struggle against white 
rule in South Africa have noted the similarities 
between their oppression and that of the 
Palestinians, including: the restrictions on 
travel, the military checkpoints, the arbitrary 
arrests, the detentions and shootings, the 
overwhelming poverty and brutal working 
conditions. 

Instead of building the wall across the 
internationally recognised border between 
Israel and the occupied territories, Israel 
is building the wall, in its entirety, on 
Palestinian land, which is confi scated without 
compensation. Many villages have been 
isolated from their farmlands and now face 
desperate situations as they have lost their 
livelihoods. Israel’s promise to allow access to 
the lands has proved treacherous. 

Removal and relocation of people or 
‘transfer’ away from their homes – this involves 
deportation between the West Bank and Gaza, 
or out of the Palestinian territories altogether. 
Once a person is removed from the West Bank 
to Gaza, or vice versa, there is no way they can 
go back home without Israeli authorization. This 
is rarely given. Thus, this becomes worse than 
imprisonment. 

Imprisonment of family members – Since 1967, 
over 600,000 Palestinians have been held in 
Israeli prisons. Israel uses a policy of arresting 
family members when it is unable to locate 
its prime suspect. Israel routinely uses torture 
in its prisons, and even subjects children to 
such brutality. Prisoner accounts are well 
documented by many leading human rights 
organisations. 

Closures – This is the ultimate form of collective 
punishment, where Israel employs policies of 
closure effecting entire communities. Towns 
or villages are closed off barring entrance 
and exit. Closures have lasted for weeks, 
cutting off vital food and medical supplies to 
its inhabitants.


