
Israel’s bombing of Gaza began on Sunday 27th 
December 2008, two days after Christmas 

world were closed for the festive holiday.

The bombing of the densely populated 
civilian area drew international outrage right 
from the start; however, Israel continued its 
aerial bombardment with naval support and 
then a ground incursion followed. Within the 

killed and over 1,000 more injured. As Israeli 
soldiers took their tanks and guns further 
into the Gaza Strip, the residents were left 

was safe and many took shelter for hours on 
end in underground cellars, existing in total 
darkness with only the adrenalin from intense 
fear keeping them on their feet. 

and disabling injuries. Israelis on the other side 
of the border face the uncertainty of rocket 

to the current war in Gaza, in order to help 

and Israel’s misleading arguments to the world 
which are intended to justify the war. 

Timeline
January 2006 – Hamas won a landslide victory 
in the parliamentary elections. A Hamas-led 

Israel, which labels Hamas’ resistance to Israeli 
occupation as ‘terrorism’. Hamas’ political 

rivals, the Fatah party of Mahmoud Abbas, 
were favoured by Israel and its allies and 

in order to oust Hamas. Violence broke out 
between Fatah and Hamas after months of 

June 2007 
Fatah and Hamas in the Hamas dominated 
Gaza Strip, Hamas took control of the area. 

This caused a split in control, with the West 
Bank controlled by Fatah and Gaza controlled 
by Hamas.

Following these events, Israel began in earnest 
to cut Gaza off from the outside world, impose 
sanctions and effectively place the entire 
area and its civilian population under a siege. 
This action was supported by Israel’s allies 
around the world, and as a result, desperately 
needed aid was not getting in. Israel closed 

Gaza, allowing only minimal supplies to reach 
the besieged population.

Following Israel’s blockade on Gaza, three 
quarter of a million people in the strip 

was not always allowed to cross the border. 
Mass unemployment (80%) and poverty was 
the result, and a collapse of the economy. 
Industry came to a standstill due to lack of raw 
materials. Businesses such as bakeries closed 
down; the shelves within shops lay empty; 
hospitals were without vital medicines; and 
Israel’s blockade on fuel meant that cars were 
unable to run, the power station was shut 
down for days at a time, and the sewage works 
closed leading to the build up of raw sewage 
which was then pumped into the sea creating 

environmental damage. 

Medical patients suffered immeasurably, with 
hundreds dying from treatable illnesses, as the 
Gaza hospitals ran out of supplies and Israel 
refused to allow them to cross the border to 
Egypt or into Israel for medical care. Those 
who died included children whose lives were 

The result of the lack of food, fuel and clean 
water has been disease and malnutrition. The 
eyes of the children in Gaza are glazed over 
from the horrors of this siege. This is truly a 
lost generation. 

January 2008 – After months of these crippling 
sanctions, there was brief respite from the 

their prison camp by tearing down the steel 
walls at the Rafah border crossing with Israel. 

desperately needed basic supplies, including 
fuel, cooking oil, and even animals in order 
to have milk. The border was resealed a week 

 – 5 days of intensive air strikes and 
raids on Gaza killed over 100, many of whom 
were civilians and children. Israel said it was 
responding to rocket attacks from Gaza. These 

death and destruction brought about by Israel’s 
sanctions. Strong international condemnation 
put pressure on Israel to withdraw.

June 2008 – Israel and Hamas agree upon a 

embargo on Gaza.



However, during this time, Israel failed to 
ease the sanctions to any great degree, thus 
the misery in Gaza continued.

November 2008 – The truce between Hamas 

December 2008

following day.
 – Israel launched a criminal 

war on Gaza. An air-strike began, with F-16 
bombers and combat helicopters destroying 
Hamas’ main security compound in the city, 
and targeting a police graduation ceremony. 
Southern towns of Khan Younis and Rafah 

southern Israel in retaliation.

is out-gunned by Israel which has used illegal 
weapons against the population. Traces of 
depleted Uranium were found in the bodies of 
victims. Israel continues to prevent desperately 
needed aid from reaching the Gaza strip. 

Despite desperate calls for a halt to the 

“There is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza.”

Israel banned foreign journalist from entering 
Gaza and reporting from the ground. This has 

many media agencies. 

8 January 2009
almost unanimously approved a resolution 

followed by the “full withdrawal” of Israeli 
forces from Gaza. This was completely ignored 
by Israel. 

word holocaust as “a very large amount of 

killing of very large numbers of people.” Many 
are calling this a Holocaust of the people of 
Gaza.

Israel Misleads the World
* ‘There is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza’ - 
The starving people of Gaza refute this.
* ‘We are defending ourselves’ – It is the 

hands of the Israeli military. Gaza is in ruins, 
its infrastructure collapsed under bombing and 
its citizens lack all basic necessities including 
food.
* ‘We need to stop the rocket attacks’ – The 
rockets are the result of Israeli bombing, killing 

say so too will the rockets. 
* ‘Gaza is no longer occupied by Israel’ – 
Although Israel withdrew its Settlements from 
Gaza, it still retained control over border 
crossings, air space and the sea. This means 
Israel was still in de facto occupation. 

END THE WAR ON GAZA!

visit www.aqsa.org.uk


